THE SOVEREIGN'S DOMESTIC LIFE         131

comical look. She has little wit and no ideas."
Another contemporary wrote: "For a long time
the Comtesse de Mailly had been talked of as being
the king's mistress, but it did not seem to be quite
certain. She is not pretty and she is twenty-seven,
but she is "well-proportioned, amusing and witty.
This intrigue is conducted always in secret, because
Cardinal Fleury keeps it quiet; but it is not possible
for Court and officers to fail to notice it.

"They say that at Versailles, when the king is
going to and from supper in his smaller apartments,
he sometimes goes from his room to his dressing-
room by himself and stays there for two hours*
We do not doubt that the said lady enters from
behind, through the agency of Bachelier the king's
first valet-de-chambre.

"At Fontainebleau, behind the king's rooms,
there is a furnished suite inhabited by no-one,
he has the key and goes down by a little stairway;
the rooms given to Mme de Mailly are quite close.
They say also that she goes to suppers at La Muette.
The king has not slept with the queen for seven
months. And they say that the king gives the
countess a pension of six thousand pounds a
month/*

The decisive step on the path of an immoral
life, condemned by all the laws of the Church,
-was not taken without violent and painful inner
conflict. Brought up to respect and obey the pre-
cepts of religion, accustomed to attend mass with
piety, imbued with a strong feeling for the divine
nature of his mission on earth, Louis XV hesitated